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adulterated, they are immediately destroyed. Dr. Peirce, a dis- 
tinguished graduate of the chemical department of the Scientific 
School attached to Harvard College, was appointed examiner of 
medicines for the port of Boston ; and in this little volume, he 
has given a " practical, simple, and concise " account of the 
methods and tests which he has applied in the discharge of his 
functions. Some of these are found to depend upon the latest 
refinements of chemical analysis ; while others are so simple 
and sure that they can be used even in the sick chamber. 
There is no parade of chemical science in the work, which is 
designed only to be a manual or hand-book ; and this absence of 
pretension is one of the surest tests by which reviewers are 
enabled to recognize the competency of authors and the merits 
either of literary or scientific productions. The book is neatly 
printed ; and as it enables one to detect adulteration or impurity in 
some articles of food and substances used for domestic purposes, it 
may deserve a place by the side of those excellent manuals of culi- 
nary science which are found in every well-regulated household. 



3. — The Aias of Sophocles, with Critical and Explanatory 
Notes. By J. B. M. Gkat. Cambridge : John Bart- 
lett. 1851. 12mo. pp. 342. 

For the last fifteen or twenty years, the study of the Attic 
Tragedy has formed a prdminent object of classical education in 
the United States. Some of the most useful editions, in this de- 
partment of letters, have been published by American scholars. 
The four plays edited by President Woolsey are the most con- 
spicuous contribution to this species of literature, which has yet 
been made in this country. Mr. Gray's edition of the Aias of 
Sophocles is a learned and valuable addition to the list. This 
play, though not the most excellent specimen of the dramatic art 
of Sophocles, is, nevertheless, to the modern student at least, one 
of the most interesting remaining from the ancient stage. It is 
less remote from common human sympathies, than the great 
CEdipodion Trilogy. The passions, and affections, and sorrows 
of common life form a larger ingredient in the materials out of 
which its interests are woven, than is usual with the stately and 
regal arguments on which the Athenian dramatists loved to dwell. 
The overbearing pride of Ajax is the natural source of his dis- 
asters, though the tale is clothed in the form of special divine 
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interposition for his punishment. The madness is the doom 
which the law of such natures passes upon them when the load 
of personal dishonor breaks them down ; and suicide, the means, 
which by heathen ideas is sanctioned, to escape from a lot which 
cannot be borne, and to redeem the honor that has been lost in 
life. These are the sources of tragic passion ; but the pathos is 
heightened by the picture of domestic affections presented in the 
tender and delicate character of Tecmessa and her sorrows. 
The series of tragic emotions is closed by the harmonizing and 
reconciling rites of burial, by which the heroic agonies are 
soothed to rest. The piece is thus perfectly Hellenic in spirit, 
and in the principles of art on which it is constructed ; while it 
has more of those deep feelings, common to human nature every- 
where, than is usual on the classic stage. 

In his notes, Mr. Gray has aimed to embody the results of the 
many able commentaries the tragedy has called forth ; and this 
laborious task he has accomplished with success. He has given 
the substance of many voluminous expositions, in a compact 
form ; but he estimates his own part too moderately in saying 
that he claims nothing for himself ; for he is entitled to claim 
many of the best notes in the work, and many of the most feli- 
citous criticisms, as his own. One of the leading merits of this 
edition is the combination of erudition with the higher criticism, 
in the application of aesthetic principles to the structure of the 
play as a work of art, and the ethical estimate of its sentiments 
and characters. 

In his anxiety to give all the views of the distinguished 
scholars, on whose works the editor draws, we think he has at 
times overdone his task. Discussions on interpretation and con- 
struction are, in some cases, extended to too great a length, by 
the minuteness of his citations of views which may safely be set 
down as untenable. To the leisurely scholar and the professed 
philologist, these are always instructive, and often entertaining ; 
but for the practical use of the body of American students, such 
notes are of less advantage, because they will not spend the time 
to read them. The long examination of the second line is a 
case in point ; of its kind, it is excellent ; and yet, there can 
scarcely be a doubt as to the true construction and sense of the 
passage, although so able a scholar as Lobeck explained it in a 
manner to which Hermann could not yield his assent. Where 
the difficulties are real, and opinions differ, Mr. Gray discusses 
them with learning and ability, and draws his conclusions with 
caution and good sense ; and his illustrations from parallel pas- 
sages are well chosen, from a wide range of reading, and judi- 
ciously applied. The quotations of illustrations from the English 
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poets — the best companions to the Greek — are singularly happy. 
Indeed, it is our opinion that the deep sources in nature and the 
heart of man, from which the great poets of England have drawn, 
make them not only eminently classical in spirit, and very often 
in the literal expression, but bring them into the closest affinities 
with the masters of ancient Greece. Homer, .ffischylus, Sopho- 
cles, and Euripides, should always be read in company with 
Shakspeare, Ben Jonson, Massinger, and Milton. 

In this brief notice, we have merely touched upon the main 
points of Mr. Gray's edition of the Aias. To illustrate each of 
these in detail, has not been our purpose. We leave a minute 
examination of its accumulated learning to the lovers of ancient 
poetry, who will be sure to place it among their standard books ; 
and we sincerely commend the volume to classical teachers and 
students. 



